Open Letter to WIPO Director Genergl Daren Tang

CELEBRATING 2021 |

WORLD IP DAY ,

IP & SMES: TAKING YOUR IDEAS TO MARKET

With the below 101 groups from 47/ countries, we celebrate World Intellectual Property
Day with WIPO and the creativity, inventiveness, and entrepreneurial spirit protected
by intellectual property rights around the world.

This year’s theme, IP & SMEs: Taking your ideas to market, illustrates a sign of the
times. Under the specter of the global coronavirus pandemic, IP assets have enabled
small and medium sized businesses to remain competitive in global marketplaces,
driving economic recovery.

IP Is Significant for SMEs.

No business is too small to benefit from IP, research shows that start-ups with pat-
ents experience bb percent higher employment growth and 80 percent higher sales
growth five years later! Startups that obtained patents also became prolific innova-
tors, more likely to obtain additional patents in the future.

Yet, not all innovators leverage IP rights. According to a joint report by the Europe-
an Patent Office and European Union Intellectual Property Office, only 9 percent of
SMEs own significant IP. SMEs that own IP have on average 20 percent higher reve-
nue and pay 19 percent higher wages than firms that do not.?

1. https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2704028

2. http://documents.epo.org/projects/babylon/eponet.nsf/0/7120D0280636B3E6C1258673004A8698/$File/ipr_performance_
study_en.pdf
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Governments must encourage SMEs to take full advantage of the IP rights available
to them. Raising awareness on the importance of trademarks, copyrights, patents,
and other IP protections is a vital contribution to the competitiveness of SMEs.

IP Expands the Frontier of Possibility

First COVID-19 then cancer. Incremental advances in mRNA research over the last two
decades culminated in highly effective COVID-19 vaccines in 2020. Already almost
500 million doses have been administered around the world saving countless lives.?
Patents, licensing agreements, transparent regulatory review processes, as well as
other vehicles that protect IP are allowing rapid knowledge transfer of these break-
throughs to researchers and innovators everywhere. In fact, several clinical trials test-
ing mMRNA therapies on various cancers and other diseases are already active.

Similarly, over the next 12 months, innovations in polymer recycling, personalized
medicine, even solar panel efficiency are bound to culminate in a future that is bright-
er, cleaner, and safer. At the same time, seed investments will be made into research
and development only future generations will be able to reap. This long-term horizon
and unbounded ambition is only possible through IP protections.

IP Rights Boost Trade.

The free-flow exchange of IP intensive goods and services across the world is vital to
the COVID-19 recovery; a global market buttressed by robust IP enforcement is nec-
essary to guard against counterfeits, coerced technology transfers, and other unfair
trade practices.

Unfortunately, according to the United States Trade Representative, the flow of coun-
terfeit goods across borders continues to increase, rising from $45 million in 2000 to
a massive $1.4 billion in 2019.% Trade in counterfeit and pirated goods has also bene-
fited from the rise in e-commerce marketplaces, the OECD estimates trade in these
goods has increased 32 percent from 2013, to reach 3.3 percent of world trade.®

3. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-vaccinations-tracker.html

4. https://ustrgov/sites/default/files/files/Press/Releases/2020 Review of Notorious Markets for Counterfeiting and Piracy (final).pdf

5. https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/trade/trends-in-trade-in-counterfeit-and-pirated-goods_g2g9f533-en;jsessionid=QZW9mU-rnuN-
6roleMKICMfVP.ip-10-240-5-29
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In addition, amidst a global pandemic that has cut the lives of 2.7 million people short,
criminals have flooded marketplaces with counterfeit medicines, gloves, masks,
cleaning products, diagnostic tools, and other vital instruments necessary to combat
COVID-19. IP enforcement efforts online, in stores, and at the ports must be strength-
ened as part of a comprehensive strategy to defeat the virus.

Yet, several countries have petitioned the WTO TRIPS Council to waive longstanding
and well-accepted IP rights related to a wide range of innovative products — ranging
from contact tracing software to designs for facemasks, and patents for ventilators.

The TRIPS agreement is the most comprehensive multilateral agreement on IP and
the most effective instrument for ensuring that governments take steps to protect IP.
It would be a grave mistake to waive the minimum protections secured by TRIPS. The
waiver would undermine efforts to reduce substandard and falsified medical prod-
ucts and would not increase the supply of innovative products and services neces-
sary to combat COVID-19. Innovators are working at full capacity, by utilizing licensing
agreements and existing mechanisms, to accelerate production and delivery of these
lifesaving tools while also collaborating with governments and other stakeholders.

WTO member governments must ensure adequate and effective IP protections con-
sistent with their multilateral and regional commitments. Measures that restrict patent-
ability, fair market access, require localized manufacturing, technology expropriation,
fail to protect regulatory data, or fall short in other ways should be strongly examined
and corrected to reflect international commitments.

IP Rights Create Jobs.

IP protection helps businesses grow and create new job opportunities. In the United
States they add $6.6 trillion in value added, and support 45.5 million jobs which pay
a wage premium of 42 percent.® Likewise, in the EU, IP-intensive industries employ
30 percent of the workforce, are responsible for 45 percent of GDP/ and they earn a
wage premium on average of 20 percent, those in SMEs earn 68 percent more than
peers in non-IP intensive SMEs ®

6. https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/IPandtheUSEconomySept2016.pdf

7. https://euipo.europa.eu/tunnel-web/secure/webdav/guest/document_library/observatory/documents/IPContributionStudy/IPR-inten-
sive_industries_and_economicin_EU/summary/IP_Contribution_Report_092019_execsum_en.pdf

8. https://euipo.europa.eu/tunnel-web/secure/webdav/guest/document_library/observatory/documents/reports/IPContribution-
Study/IPR_firm_performance_in_EU/exec/2021_IP_Rights_and_firm_performance_in_the_EU_exec_en.pdf
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All countries must increase their efforts to protect IP and adopt its use in every-
day business, or they risk being left behind on global IP-intensive supply chains.
According to the 2020 International Property Rights Index, property right protections
between the EU and the U.S. remain 30 percent greater than the rest of the world.
In fact, the 21 countries with the strongest scores for property rights protections, are
home to only 15 percent of the world’s population but produce 49 percent of the
world’s GDP.

WIPO Ensures the Protection of IP.

Building respect for IP involves intense collaboration with multilateral agencies to
integrate learning opportunities. IP is more than an economic asset; it allows individ-
uals and societies to exchange knowledge, art, and understanding across time and
national borders.

Therefore, we urge WIPO to

1. Assist countries in creating comprehensive approaches to protect IP and attract
foreign investments in technologically demanding sectors;

2. Educate national policymakers about the benefits of IP in the economy with a
long-term vision;

3. Promote the cooperation between multilateral organizations such as the World
Health Organization and the World Trade Organization, giving priority to the
value of IP rights for inspiring creativity and making social development faster
and healthier.

Cc: Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary-General; Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Director-Gen-
eral, World Trade Organization (WTQO); Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Direc-
tor-General of the World Health Organization (WHQ); Achim Steiner, Administrator of
the UN Development Program (UNDP)
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FUNDACION ATLAS

para una sociedad libre

Martin Simonetta Federico N. Fernandez
Executive Director President
Fundacion Atlas para una Fundacion Internacional
Sociedad Libre Bases
Argentina Argentina
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ASOCIACION i ARGENTINA

CONTRIBUYENTES LIBERTAD ‘y Progreso

Jonas Torrico Aldo M. Abram
President Executive Director
Asociacion Argentina de Fundacion Libertad Y
Contribuyentes Progreso
Argentina Argentina

AUSTRIAN

ECONOMICS
CENTER
Barbara Kolm Gunther Fehlinger
Director Chairman
Austrian Economics Center Europeans for Tax Reform
Austria (ETR)
Austria
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Fundacic'm Libertad

Garret Edwards
Director of Legal Research
Fundacion Libertad

Argentina

Maria Vazquez

Universidad de San Andrés

Argentina
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Friedrich August v. Hayek Institut

Richard Zundritsch
Member of the Board
F.A. v. Hayek Institute

Austria
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Brian Marlow
Executive Director
Australian Taxpayers’ Alliance

Australia

i UPSA

UNIVERSIDAD PRIVADA DE
SANTA CRUZ DE LA SIERRA

Sergio Daga
Vice Chancellor

Universidad Privada de Santa
Cruz de la Sierra

Bolivia

C_IANA
& FREE

NETWORK

Troy Lanigan
President

Canada Strong and Free
Network

Canada

[Jiussels report

Pieter Cleppe
Editor-in-Chief
BrusselsReport.eu

Belgium

Centro de Liberdade Econémica
Mackenzie

Vladimir Maciel
Director

Centro Mackenzie de
Liberdade Econbmica

Brazil

CANADIAN

FOUNDATION

Joanna Baron
Executive Director

Canadian Constitution
Foundation

Canada
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CONSTITUTION

Witold d’Humilly de Chevilly
Executive Director
New Direction

Belgium

| UNIDOS PELO

Cuidando
ARASIL ==

Beatriz Nobrega de Sa

Chief Government Relations
Officer

Instituto Unidos pelo Brasil

Brazil

Taxpayefr.com

Stand Up. Be Heard!

Scott Hennig
President and CEO

Canadian Taxpayers
Federation

Canada
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(R PUBLIG POLIGY

Peter Holle
President

Frontier Centre for Public
Policy

Canada

LIEEATAD ¥ DESARROLLD

Natalia Gonzalez

Director of Juridical and
Legislative Affairs

Libertad y Desarrollo
Chile

Zoran Low

Executive Manager

Lipa, Croatian Taxpayers
Association

Croatia
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AUSTRAL ,%(

José Alberto Ledn

Investigador
Ciudadano Austral
Chile

1IN

INSTITUTO DE
CIENCIA POLITICA

HernNAN ECHAARRIA
(OLOZAGA

Carlos Augusto Chacon
Monsalve

Academic Director
Instituto de Ciencia Politica

Colombia

INSTITUTO

Moédnika Melo
Vice Chancellor for Research
Instituto OMG

Dominican Republic
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RESPUBLICA

José Francisco Lagos
Executive Director
Instituto Res Publica
Chile

liberiETH A

Camilo Guzman
Executive Director
Libertank

Colombia

leep

INETITUTC ECUATORIANG DE
ECOMOMIA POLITICA

Dora De Ampuero
President

Instituto Ecuatoriano de
Economia Politica

Ecuador
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The Egyptian Center For Public Policy Studies
Mahmoud Farouk

Founder and Board Member

The Egyptian Center for
Public Policy Studies

Egypt

NEW ECONOMIC SCHOOL - GEORGIA

Paata Sheshelidze
President

New Economic School
Georgia (NESG)

Georgia

& KEFiM

Markos Dragoumis

Nicos Rompapas
Executive Director

Centre for Liberal Studies —
Markos Dragoumis (KEFiM)

Greece

contribuables associés
TROP DE DEPENSES PUBLIQUES C'EST TROP D'IMPOTS
Eudes Baufreton
Director

Contribuables Associés

France

.
Institut fir Unternehmerische Freiheit IUF U
Institute for Free Enterprise

Wolfgang Miiller

Executive Director

Institute for Free Enterprise

Germany

ELEUTERA

HONDURAS

Guillermo Pena
Executive Director
Fundacion Eléutera

Honduras

Nicolas Lecaussin
Director

Institut de Recherches
Economiques et Fiscales
(IREF)

France

Michael Jaeger
Secretary General

Taxpayers Association of
Europe

Germany

A oars

Policy Studies

Rainer Heufers
Executive Director

Center for Indonesian Policy
Studies

Indonesia
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Gary L. Kavanagh
Director
Edmund Burke Institute

Ireland

COMPETER

nable Development

Pietro Paganini
Curiosity Officer
Competere

Italy

Nazione

Futura

. 4

Francesco Giubilei

President
Nazione Futura

Italy

dj
Jerusalem Institute for Market Studies
PN IPNY D2 1R

Corinne Parenti
Co-Founder and Director

Jerusalem Institute for Market
Studies

Israel

IPLAWGALLI

Cesare Galli
Lawyer
IP LAW GALLI
Italy

Giuseppe Sabella
Executive Director
Think-in
Italy

\\ FOR FREE CHOICE
INSTITUTE

Giacomo Bandini
Director

Campagne Liberali/ For Free
Choice

Italy

I,’ mercatus
hY

Daniele Capezzone
President
Mercatus

Italy

Masaru Uchiyama

President
Japanese for Tax Reform

Japan
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PAI

Yuya Watase
President
Pacific Alliance Institute

Japan
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NETWORK

Roberto Salinas Ledn

Executive Director, Center for
Latin America

Atlas Network

Mexico
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Slobodan Franeta
Chairman

Global Communication
Network

Montenegro

Center for
Market.
Education

Carmelo Ferlito
CEO
Center for Market Education

Malaysia

IMCO

INSTITUTO MEXICANO PARA
LA COMPETITIVIDAD A.C.

Manuel J. Molano
Chief Economist

Mexican Institute for
Competitiveness

Mexico

Jordan Williams
Executive Director

New Zealand Taxpayers’
Union

New Zealand

[DEAS

Institute for Democracy and Economic Affairs

Tricia Yeoh
CEO

Institute for Democracy and
Economic Affairs

Malaysia
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FOUNDATION

Khaliun Chimeddorj
General Manager
Silk Road Foundation

Mongolia

Raza Ullah

President

Alternate Solutions Institute of

Pakistan

Pakistan
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Policy Research Institute of Market Ecanomy
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Ali Salman
Executive Director

Policy Research Institute of
Market Economy (PRIME)

Pakistan
Asociacion
CONTRIBUYE T S

Ines Marrache
Institutional Chief

Asociacion de Contribuyentes
del Peru

Peru

minimal government

“small government, small taxes, free market, personal responsibility”

Bienvenido S. Oplas, Jr
President
Minimal Government Thinkers

Philippines

Pak Kk
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Omar Shaban
Director
Pal-Think for Strategic Studies

Palestinian Territories

D

Manuel Mayorga

Executive Director

Institute for Liberty and
Democracy

Peru

Izabela Styczynska
President

Center for Social and
Economic Research

Poland

INSTITUTO

Fernanpo DE La Mora

Federico Rabino

Chief Executive Director

Instituto Fernando de la Mora

Paraguay

;«&
INSTITUTO DE LIBRE EMPRESA
RERGEessee e

José Luis Tapia
Director
Instituto de Libre Empresa

Peru

Warsaw
Enterprise
Institute

Tomasz Wréblewski
President
Warsaw Enterprise Institute
Poland
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libertarijanski klub

Milos Nikoli¢
President and Co-Founder
Libek
Serbia

-

FREE MARKET FOUNDATION

Chris Hattingh
Deputy Director
Free Market Foundation
South Africa

FUND/\CION

IVISMO

Javier Santacruz Cano
Head of Research
Fundacion Civismo

Spain

M

ADAM SMITH
CENTER

Bryan Cheang
Founder
Adam Smith Center

Singapore

Javier Hurtado Mira
Chairman

Democrat Youth Community
of Europe

Spain

Ignacio Arsuaga
President
CitizenGo Foundation

Spain

VISIO

INSTITUT

Tanja Porcnik
President
Visio Institute

Slovenia

INSTITUTO
DE ESTUDIOS
ECONOMICOS

Diego Sanchez de la Cruz
Associate Researcher

Instituto de Estudios
Econodmicos (IEE)

Spain

@Svensk Tidskrift

Anders Ydstedt
Chairman
Svensk Tidskrift

Sweden
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Feng Chia University

Ho-Don Yan
Professor
Feng Chia University

Taiwan

1€d

Institute of
Economic Affairs

Christopher Snowdon
Head of Lifestyle Economics
Institute of Economic Affairs

UK

BENDUKIDZE
FREE MARKET
CENTER

Nataliya Melnyk
Director

Bendukidze Free Market
Center

Ukraine

OZGURLUK
ARASTIRMALARI

DERNEGI

Bican Sahin

Chairman of Board of
Directors

Freedom Research
Association

Turkey

A

TaxPayers’ ‘
Alliance
\_

John O’Connell
Chief Executive
TaxPayers’ Alliance
UK

BETA ™

Ukraine
xx*

Julia Kril
President

Bringing Europeans Together
Association

Ukraine

' Bg geneva
B @ network

Philip Stevens
President
Geneva Network
UK

WORLD TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATIONS

Cristina Berechet

Secretary General

World Taxpayers Associations
UK

EFF

UKRAINIAN ECONOMIC FREEDOMS FOUNDATION

Mykhaylo Lavrovskyi
CEO

Ukrainian Economic
Freedoms Foundation

Ukraine
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FREEZ

Eric Bukstein
President

Fundacion Rioplatense de
Estudios (FREE)

Uruguay

American
Legislative
Exchange
Council

LB

Lisa B. Nelson
CEO

American Legislative
Exchange Council

USA

o CENTER FOR THE PROTECTION

c OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

ANTONIN SCALIA LAW SCHOOL

Sean M. O’Connor
Executive Director

Center for the Protection of
Intellectual Property

USA

Michael Bowman
President

American Legislative
Exchange Council - Action

USA

MERICANS
TAX REFORM

Grover Norquist
President
Americans for Tax Reform
USA

CITIZENS
AGAINST
GOVERNMENT
WASTE

Thomas A. Schatz
President

Citizens Against Government
Waste

USA

m— A\ C]

Krisztina Pusok
Director

American Consumer Institute
Center for Citizen Research

USA

CFIF

center For inoivioua. FREEDOM

Timothy Lee

Senior Vice President of Legal
and Public Affairs

Center for Individual Freedom
USA

Committee For Justice

Holding Judges and Politicians Accountabl

¢ to the Constitution

Ashley Baker
Director of Public Policy
Committee for Justice
USA
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CONSUMER ACTION for a STRONG ECONOMY

Matthew Kandrach
President

Consumer Action for a Strong
Economy

USA

() FRONTIERS of
T FREEDOM

Securing the blessings of liberty

George Landrith
President
Frontiers of Freedom
USA

TAXPAYERS

PROTECTION

ALLIANCE

David Williams
President
Taxpayers Protection Alliance
USA

Luca Bertoletti

Senior Government Affairs
Manager

Consumer Choice Center
USA

SPI

The Institute for Policy Innovation

Tom Giovanetti

President

Institute for Policy Innovation

USA

ITI F | INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

& INNOVATION FOUNDATION
Stephen Ezell
Vice President

Information Technology &
Innovation Foundation

USA
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Katie McAuliffe
Executive Director
Digital Liberty
USA

S’ PROPERTY RIGHTS
E ALLIANCE

Lorenzo Montanari
Executive Director
Property Rights Alliance
USA

International Freedom

Educational Foundation

Alejandro A. Chafuen
President

International Freedom
Educational Foundation

USA
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Karen Kerrigan Rocio Guijarro
President and Chief Executive General Manager
Otficer Cedice Libertad

Small Business &
Entrepreneurship Council

USA

Venezuela
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